[Apolipoprotein A in patients with alcoholic liver disease].
The aim of the present study was to determine the apolipoprotein A (APO-A) an the high density lipoprotein (HDL) plasma concentrations in 25 patients with alcoholic liver cirrhosis. To evaluate the severity of liver disease serum albumin, bilirubin and total bile acids were measured. The serum level of APO-A and HDL was significantly lower in patients with alcoholic liver cirrhosis than in normal controls (p < 0.01) and markedly lower in patients with advanced liver cirrhosis. Apolipoprotein A concentrations in plasma correlated positively with serum albumin (p < 0.01) and negatively with serum bilirubin (p < 0.01) and bile acids (p < 0.01). Thus, he apoliprotein A level seems to reflect the severity of liver disease.